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Death of a Tiger Moth 
Syd Harrex1 
Flinders University, Australia 
A vagabond on a bicycle about 
to disappear over that memorable 
childhood hill, the chloroform moment 
when your tonsils are ripped out, 
the afternoon the tiger moth missed 
the beach plunging in the sea, cockpit 
his coffin.  A stranger’s catastrophe. 
So life goes on, the resurrection crew 
pulleys the collapsed plane out of the sea’s 
seraphic time and space. The cops do 
their job, identify the pilot, the rest 
is officialdom. And yet I can’t forget 
what I saw – the engines sparking sounds, 
the gliding into what be the beach’s 
landing strips and then instantly gone 
the landing that was the crash, the crash, the... 
1 Dr. Syd Harrex is a foundation member of the Flinders University English staff, long-term 
founder Director of CRNLE, and widely published author of books and essays on postcolonial new 
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Other Sonnets (Adelaide, Lythrum Press, 2007). His poetry collection, Atlantis and Other Islands, 
was runner-up for the Commonwealth Poetry Prize and a British Book News Shortlist selection.
